




Honorable Members of the Planning & Zoning Commission
Honorable Members of the Columbia Heights City Council,

We respectfully submit our Conditional Use and Site Plan applications and invite your input and
counsel on our site and landscaping plans and proposed building; we believe they conform to
all applicable site plan requirements, are consistent with the city’s comprehensive plan, and
reflect what will be a welcome addition to the community -- one that compliments the
surroundings, will be a welcome sight to those enjoying Prestermon Park and to our St.
Anthony neighbors to the east. The exterior, while contemporary, is designed to have an
enduringly pleasing look that we trust will speak well for the City of Columbia Heights.

Our choice of materials ensures that our building’s shell and exterior will be solid, safe, energy
efficient, long-lasting and easily maintained to a high standard. Our previous home of more
than 25 years on the U of M campus (which we outgrew) stood as a testimony to our
commitment to preserving the integrity and quality of the community in which we lived,
worked and worshipped.

The interior is designed with great flexibility in mind, driven by our congregation’s sincere
desire to serve the greater community in a wide variety of faith-based, educational, social and
recreational activities. Although we shall always welcome our neighbors with open doors and
hearts, we will also always respect those who live in the apartments to the north, south and
west of our property by being quiet and by maintaining our property to a high standard. As a
family-oriented congregation with most of our members and guests carpooling to our services
and activities our parking lot will be more than adequate; with driveway entrances/exits on
both Stinson Boulevard and McKinley Street our use of those streets will have no adverse
impacts on property in the immediate vicinity or the public right-of-way.

Overall, we are confident that you will find that our property and personal contributions will
add value to the city. We sincerely look forward to receiving your approvals and to one day in
the not-too-distant future being responsible citizens of Columbia Heights.

Very Truly Yours,

Keith V. Anderson

Keith Anderson
Project Manager for the Minnesota Family Church and HSA-UWC
November 6, 2017


